THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT TIME

Before reading - THE FRONT COVER

FOCUS ON THE TITLE AND ANTICIPATE:

1. Comment on the title of the book.
The title is very special / original because it is very long (composed of 10 words) but it is not very accurate, except for the moment of the day. The expression “curious incident” implies that something special / unusual happened but we don’t know what. There is a story with a dog which took place at night but there is a part of MYSTERY, it seems to be an intriguing story. We can notice that the font looks like the handwriting of a child or teenager, so we can infer that the narrator must be one.
2. GROUP WORK: imagine what the story might be about. You NEED to imagine a very strange story, not an ordinary one!
Maybe it is the story of a child who was mysteriously bitten by the dog of his dream at night while he was sleeping in his bed.

Perhaps the book deals with a stray dog which wanders around at night and devours all the cats it can find.

The book might be the story of a car running over a dog at night. The driver stops, trying to rescue the dog but its body has disappeared …

Maybe the book will be about an investigation carried out to solve the MYSTERY related to this dog.

FOCUS ON THE DRAWING:

1. Observe the drawing and describe what it represents

In the middle of the book cover, there is the drawing of a dog that is lying on its back on the ground. The dog has a long snout / muzzle and big drooping ears. The dog looks as though it is sleeping but actually what is striking is that it is dead: it has been killed with a garden fork. Around the dog there are stars everywhere drawn on a blue background, so the night seems to be clear and quiet.  But in the top right-hand corner a black cloud has been drawn, with the moon in front of it. We can guess that the presence of this black cloud foreshadows a terrible event / is a bad omen / doesn’t bode well.

2. Infer about the story: what is “the curious incident of the dog”?

Of course, we are led to think that the “curious incident” is the murder of a dog with a garden fork, and it will have terrible consequences.

3. Why is the drawing surprising?

The drawing is surprising because its style is very simple and childish, so at first the reader might think that the book is intended for children. Moreover, there is no blood in spite of the garden fork running through the dog’s body, so the illustrator clearly intends not to make people too ill-at-ease or shocked when they look at the cover: this picture could have been used to illustrate a story in a children’s book for example.

However, when you start reflecting upon this picture, you can’t help thinking about the horror of what it represents, and about the cruelty of killing such a nice-looking dog in such a heartless way. Of course, the dog should be covered with a lot of blood. The garden fork has necessarily been plunged voluntarily into the dog’s body, so it was the victim of a deliberate murder, committed in an extremely violent way (maybe by an insane person, or by somebody terrified of dogs).

As a result, the discrepancy between the style of the drawing and what it actually represents raises the reader’s curiosity and emphasizes the idea that the book must be very “special”.

Furthermore, we can infer that the book isn’t intended for small children, but probably more for teenagers and adults.

FOCUS ON TEXTUAL INFORMATION:
1. Analyze the lettering.

The textual information that appears at the top and at the bottom of the cover is written in white capital letters, which aims at convincing the reader that the book is worth being read.
2. What does the comment at the top indicate?

Indeed, we learn that the author Mark Haddon was the winner of the “Whitbread book of the year” award, which was one of the most prestigious literary prizes in England until 2006, when it was renamed “the Costa book award”. This award shows the high quality of the book, which was chosen as the best one among an important selection of other works.
3. What is the comment at the bottom? What is the tone here?
At the bottom of the cover there is an extract from a review of the book written by a journalist from The Independent, which is renowned as a quality daily British newspaper. The use of the adjective “outstanding” and of the adverb “stunningly” conveys a eulogistic approach to the reading, which the journalist promises to be extraordinary and surprising at the same time. It sounds like an advertisement for the book.
Before reading – MISCELLANEOUS
1. Flip through the book and react: say what you find unusual / surprising.
First of all, we immediately see the childish drawings (like those of cars or emojis) and the multiple diagrams, charts, maps, tables with figures or lists. There are also words or paragraphs in bold letters, probably to emphasize important keywords or passages. At the end of the book there is a quite advanced mathematics problem to solve, with its answer.

We also very quickly realize that the numbers of the chapters do not follow the traditional counting order that we’re used to seeing: indeed, instead of being numbered 1, 2, 3, …, the chapters follow another order: 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, …, which makes us wonder what they correspond to. Quite obviously, the chapter numbers are prime numbers.
2. Now draw conclusions about the narrator’s personality.

All these observations enable us to draw a few conclusions about the narrator’s personality. Because of the drawings, we can guess that the narrator is a child or a teenager. He / she seems to have a very logical mind, seems to pay particular attention to details and seems to love mathematics or science, as indicated by the chapter numbers, the elements in bold letters and illustrations as well as the math problem at the end. He / she is obviously different from the average child or teenager. He / she observes and analyses situations in his / her own way and has a very personal view of the world.
3. Asperger’s syndrome
From reading the summary on the back cover of the book, we discover that the narrator is a 15-year-old teenager who suffers from Asperger’s syndrome. Find a definition of this disease.
Asperger syndrome (often Asperger's syndrome) is a form of autism spectrum disorder. It affects the way in which a person understands, talks with and acts with other people. A person who has Asperger syndrome may not get on well with other people, and may be unable to act like everyone else in various social situations.
(Wikipedia)
Asperger's syndrome is a type of autism in which someone does not develop normal social abilities and is often very interested in one particular subject.
(Cambridge dictionary)

4. What does this condition entail as far as the reader’s experience is concerned?

We can expect the reading of the book to be a unique experience. The narrator’s point of view is bound to be very different from ours. It should help us to understand how people affected by Asperger’s syndrome behave, think and see life and people.
