
 



 

 

The rivalry between China and the U.S, something exceptional ? Or not ? 

The two countries are nowadays strugling to be the most powerful state in the 

world. Some would say that this relation has never been seen before, and that it 

makes the situation unpredictible and even more dangerous, but is it really ? 

To begin with, a similar conflict can be studied long before our days, during 

the Peloponesian War. A war, that made a rising power, Athenes, fight the old 

dominating authority, Sparta. Thus, the tensions between China and the U.S. Can be 

predicted through a centuries-old war. Moreover, many calls this conflict of a « new 

cold war ». Therefore, a survey of the Cold War between the U.S. And the USSR is 

usefull too, in order to foresee a potential conflict. Both of these conflicts were build 

and brought by fear, of the changement and of the unknown. One can remember the 

atmosphere of paranoïa that was present in the daily life of the second part of the 

20th century. The Cold War lasted for several decades because of the anxiety of each 

countries to see the next move of his rival. 

To conclude, the historical events show us that this conflict isn't exceptional, 

and that these are mostly fear and paranoia that will brought us to a new war. 

Therefore, even if we must stay carefull, the fear and hatred toward China, and Asian 

populations must never take control of our lives. 
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Tensions that have repercussions on communities 

Racism against Asian Americans has always been part of my life. When I was young 

people used to make fun of my eyes. With the new growing rivalry between China 

and the US and thus the beginning of a new Cold War, it has become even worse. 

Indeed, in recent years, the US government and the mainstream media have found 

nothing good and a lot of bad to say about China, including accusations of spying 

with their technologies and the accusations of China's involvement in the arrival of 

the virus by President Trump. This has caused even more fear and anger from the 

people towards us, Asians in general. Many Asian Americans, including myself, live 

in constant fear of leaving our homes, we are scared of being insulted, beaten up or 

even killed. We no longer feel safe in our own country because of the violence 

against our community that we hear in the news . We hope that things will get better. 

Especially with the investment of  president Joe Biden in fighting against this racism, 

the rallies for Anti-Asian-violence and the vaccine which will likely calm people. 
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As of today, and despite the Chinese government saying the exact opposite, pretty much all 

of the international community as well as the whole world knows about the Uighur 

persecution in the Xinjiang region by the Chinese authorities and the forced labor they’re 

imposed. It’s one of the many reasons for the tensions between Washington and Beijing, 

Washington saying it’s a human rights violation and China replying by saying it’s an excuse 

to restrain their legitimate rise in power. 

Said like this it looks like China is the bad guy who doesn’t care about basic rights and wants 

to dominate the world at any cost and The USA is the good one who stops the evil by 

spreading through freedom and human rights. However if we dig a little deeper we discover 

that it’s not that simple. 

We met with a uighur that escaped the forced labour camps, Bayanue, to talk about their 

conditions and the possibilities to stop this discrimination thanks to the international 

community. 

Journalist: “Why do you think the Chinese government inflicts all of this on your people ?” 

Bayanue: “Because we are not them. We are different from the rest of the Chinese 

population and the Chinese communist party wants an unified China and so they came to 

the conclusion that we are on the way to their goal, so we have to be removed or 

transformed.” 

Journalist: “ We know that your people have to work into different fields of production, and 

most people think it’s only for Chinese companies or directly for China’s interest. Is it true or 

not ?” 

Bayanue: “ Well the forced labor is true, but not the China only part. During my time at the 

camp I worked on miserable conditions whether it was sanitary speaking or in a manner of 

time. I work almost twelve hour a day, sometimes even sixteen a day. I was affected to a 

factory were I built electronic devices for Chinese companies like Huawei and Xiao Mi, 

however I also built Iphones, Google devices and my sister who’s still over there and works 

at the cotton fields make cotton for Nike, Puma, The North Face and Tommy Hilfinger and 

many others so even Amercia and other countries gains some kind of benefit and profit of 

our discrimination.” 

Journalist: “Do you think the companies and the governments know that ?” 

Bayanue: “Of course they do, they even protest against this, but China used its influence 

and played the economic card that brought all the companies to their knees and shut them 

up. The other governments are no better. Besides just menacing and pretending to believe 

China's lies they don’t do much while we are still suffering.” 

Journalist “ And do you think the USA, China’s rival and possibly the only country with an 

equal international force, are helping in their current way of doing ?” 

 



 

 

Bayanue: “Absolutely not, They are more interested in bringing down China’s power than 

really helping us. They could have done much more over the last month or even years but 

since this cold war between the two would make any aggression look like a war declaration 

and China is a profitable commerce country, they are stuck. So that’s why many countries 

should take collective measures and sanctions to help us and change this part of China.” 


