THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME

THE DISCOVERY – READING GUIDE 2 – CHAPTERS 163 to 173 (pp 145-157)

CHAPTER 163 (pp 145-148)
Read the chapter and answer the questions or follow the instructions:
1) Who was Julie?
Julie was Christopher’s specialized teacher until he was 12 years old and Siobhan replaced her.

2) What was the conclusion of Julie’s experiment with the tube of Smarties? Tick the right box(es).

( That Christopher had a very good memory.
( That Christopher was unable to perceive that people can have their own minds.

( That Christopher could count more quickly than any other child of his age.

( That it was impossible for Christopher to consider a situation from somebody else’s point of view.

( That Christopher’s logical mind helped him to understand other people.

3) What does Christopher speak about then? Fill in the blanks with the following words or phrases:

	pictures
	computers
	a complex experiment
	see
	happiness

	“How the mind works”
	animals
	heads
	series
	reaction

	demonstrates
	feelings
	sadness
	human beings
	minds


Christopher describes a complex experiment in a TV series entitled “How the mind works.” He makes the difference between the brain of animals and that of human beings. He explains that animals can’t have pictures in their heads of things they can’t see. Finally, he demonstrates that people’s minds are like complicated computers, and that even feelings are just pictures in your mind that trigger a reaction of happiness or sadness.

CHAPTER 167 (pp 149-155)
Read the chapter and answer the questions.
1) After the bath, what does Christopher’s father suggest he do?

He suggests he should have dinner.
2) How does Christopher react?

He doesn’t answer and ignores him.
3) What does Christopher do while his father is dealing with his dirty linen / laundry and bed sheets?
Position and posture: he sits down on the bed with his head bent toward his knees.

Activity: he performs mental calculations and doubles 2s in his head.

4) What shows in Christopher’s father’s attitude and words that he finds it very difficult to give clear explanations to his son? 

He doesn’t really know what to say and remains silent for a while.

Then, when he starts speaking, he mutters / mumbles and he often stops mid-sentence, probably to try the find the right words.

Finally, he must be really stressed and tense as he uses quite a lot of swear words while speaking.
5) What does he promise him?
He promises him not to lie to him ever again.
6) What does he confess?
He confesses that he is the one who has killed Wellington.
7) What does Christopher think at first?
He thinks that it’s a joke.
8) What does his father explain to him? Tick the right box(es):

( that he had an argument with Mrs Shears because she attached more importance to Wellington than to him.

( that Wellington got crazy and bit him very hard on the leg so he had no choice but to kill him.

( that the dog became really moody and unpredictable after its operation, so it sometimes became aggressive for no reason.

( that he broke up with Mrs Shears because he didn’t love her.

( that he hoped he could have a serious relationship with Mrs Shears.

( that he went back to the house and knocked on the door again but Mrs Shears didn’t open the door.

( that Wellington was in the yard and he was about to attack Christopher’s father because he had been  scared by the noise.

9) What does Christopher’s father do then and what does he probably hope?

He apologizes and spreads his fingers out in a fan, hoping that Christopher will do the same, as a sign of forgiveness.

10) How does Christopher react?
He starts yelling / He brutally pushes his father away.
11) How does he regard his father now?
He regards him as a murderer/ a killer.
12) Consequently, what does he decide to do and why?
He decides to run away from home because he fears that his father might kill him too.
13) What “weapon” does he keep in his hand?
His Swiss Army Knife.
14) Pick out passages from the text pp 153 and 154 expressing Christopher’s physical response to terror while preparing his escape.

p 153 → “I  jumped and I could hear the blood in my ears and my heart going really fast and a pain like someone had blown up a really big balloon inside my chest.”

p 153 → “I wondered if I was going to have a heart attack.”

p 154 → “I gripped the penknife really hard.”

p 154 → “my legs were shaking”
15) What objects does he take with him?

clothes → his two coats/ his scarf
pet → his rat Toby in its cage

food → a Milky Bar (chocolate) / two liquorice laces (candy) / a pink biscuit / three clementines / red food coloring
16) Where does Christopher hide? Why does he choose this place?

He hides behind the garden shed because as it’s a small space, he feels safe there, and he thinks his father will look for him IN the shed but not BEHIND it.
17) What does he do in order for his body temperature not to drop?

He has a snack (the Milky bar and two clementines).
CHAPTER 173 (pp 156-157)
1) What does Christopher see while watching the sky?

He can see Orion, which is a constellation.
2) How does he draw this constellation at first?

He connects the dots and draws a hunter about to shoot an arrow with his bow.
3) What does his second drawing represent?

He connects the dots differently, adds a few lines and draws a dinosaur.
4) What does he want to prove?
He wants to prove that it’s silly to represent Orion only as a hunter, because you can use the dots of the stars to draw a lot of other things, like a dinosaur or a coffee maker for example.
5) How many stars is Orion composed of?
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