THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME

THE INVESTIGATION - READING GUIDE 4 - chapters 113 to 139 (pp 96-113)

CHAPTER 113 (pp 96-99)
Read the chapter and answer the questions or tick the right box(es):
1) Why does Christopher compare his memory to a film / movie?

Because he is able to skip backward and forward through his memory, and to press pause in his mind, as if it was a DVD player.

2) What specific example of a past scene does he give?

-exact date: Saturday, 4th July 1992
-age: 9 years old

-place: on the beach in Polperro, Cornwall.

How does Christopher describe his mother and her immediate environment at that moment?

In a very accurate way, which shows he remembers every detail.

Why was he scared on that day?

Because his mother was swimming and suddenly, she dived out of sight, so Christopher thought a shark had eaten her.

How did he react?
He screamed.
What did his mother do? What for?
She spread out her fingers in a fan and said “It’s OK” in order to comfort him.

3) How does Christopher use his memory?

( to determine if he knows some people and if he has already seen them before.

( to remember excellent moments with his family.

( to decide how to react in very difficult situations, like when someone has a seizure (a convulsion).

( to anticipate what will happen in the future.

4) What does Christopher say about the difference between other people’s minds and his own?

Christopher says that contrary to other people, who can create imaginary images in their minds, he can only have pictures of things which really happened to him.

5) What does Christopher explain about what his mother imagined? Answer briefly.

He explains that his mother imagined another happy life with another man in the south of France.

6) What clue does this information give you about Christopher’s mother’s feelings about her life?

This information shows that Christopher’s mother was probably not satisfied with her life and that she wasn’t in love with her husband.

CHAPTER 127 (pp 100-104)
Read the chapter and answer the questions:
1) Where is Christopher’s father when he comes back home?

He is at work.

2) What does Christopher do when he arrives home? Number Christopher’s actions in their chronological order.

N° 4 :
He prepares himself a milkshake.

N° 2 :
He goes into the kitchen.

N° 7 :
He says “Hello” to his father.

N° 5 :
He goes into the living-room.

N° 3 :
He puts his belongings, including the book he has written, on the kitchen table.

N° 1 :
He opens the door of the house.

N° 6 :
He watches a “blue Planet” video about sea creatures and underwater volcanoes.

3) Find and read the passage where Christopher imagines himself under the sea. Does this passage confirm or contradict what he said in the previous chapter: “The pictures in my head are all pictures of things which really happened”? Explain briefly.

This passage contradicts what he said in the previous chapter. Indeed, it shows that Christopher also imagines unreal events and that he is able to dream too, just like any other person. (+ We understand that Christopher may not be as self-aware as he thinks.)

4) What has Christopher’s father just done when he comes to see him?

He has just read Christopher’s book, or at least some passages from his book.

5) What really annoys Christopher’s father about the fact that Christopher talked with Mrs Alexander?

What really annoys him is that Mrs Alexander told him the truth about his mother’s affair with Mr Shears.

6) In what way does Christopher’s father speak to his son?

He speaks to him in a very rude way, using slang / a lot of swear words.
7) What does it show about the way he feels?

It shows that he is very angry / furious.

8) What does he blame Christopher for?

He blames him for not obeying him because he was nosy and poked his nose into other people’s business.

9) What does Christopher do when his father takes hold of his arm?

He hits him several times.

10) In your opinion, why doesn’t Christopher remember anything?

He must have lost control of himself / He may have fainted / He may have been knocked out by the blow he got from his father.

11) What is the physical result of the fight? WRITE “C” for Christpher or “F” for father next to the right elements.

F
( a torn shirt

C
( a bleeding hand

C
( a bruise on the head

F
( a scratch on the neck

F
( short of breath

12) Where does Christopher’s father put his son’s book? 

He puts it into the dustbin in the back garden.
13) What does he do then? What for, according to you?

He has a beer to regain his composure.

FROM CHAPTER 131 TO CHAPTER 139 (pp 105-113)
Read the chapters and answer the questions or tick the right box(es):
1) What does Christopher’s father do the next morning?

He treats his son’s wounds and apologizes for hitting him. 

2) Where do they go in spite of the rain?

They go to the zoo.

3) During lunch, what does Christopher’s father make him understand about his feelings?

He makes him understand that he loves him.

4) According to Christopher, what proves that his father loves him?

( He helps him with his homework and drives him to school every day.

( He takes good care of him.

( He supports him when he has problems and helps him to get out of difficult situations.

( He buys him a lot of candy and video-games.

( He spends a lot of time playing games with him.

( He never lies.

5) There are two lists in this passage. What do they correspond to?

LIST 1 (pp 105-106, chapter 131): the reasons why he hates yellow and brown.
LIST 2 (pp 108-109, chapter 137): the zoo animals he prefers.

6) There are two pictures in this passage. What do they correspond to?

PICTURE 1 (p 110, chapter 137): a map of the zoo drawn by Christopher

PICTURE 2 (p 111, chapter 139): a fake photograph showing a little girl surrounded by fairies (it is one of the photographs of “The case of the Cottingley fairies”).

7) In chapter 139, the adjective “STUPID” is repeated several times. Who does it refer to?

Christopher uses this adjective to refer to Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and all the other people who believe in the Supernatural, thinking that fairies exist or that it’s possible to contact the spirits of the dead.

