THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME
THE INVESTIGATION - READING GUIDE 1 - CHAPTERS 59 to 67 (pp 38-55)

CHAPTER 59 (pp 38-41)
Read the chapter and take a few notes or tick the right box(es):
1) Christopher’s decision: to investigate and find out who killed Wellington.
2) Father’s instruction: “Stay out of other people’s business”
3) How does Christopher find this instruction? 
□ clear 
( not clear
4) Who does Christopher go to see? Mrs Shears
5) What does he say? That he is not guilty of Wellington’s murder / that he is innocent / that he wants to find out who the culprit is.
6) What shows that she is reluctant to talk to him?

She says goodbye and closes the door on him.
7) Where does Christopher go then? He climbs a wall and goes around the house into Mrs Shears’ back garden.
8) What does he see on a bench inside the shed? The garden fork that has been used to kill Wellington but it is clean now (there is no blood on it).
9) What does he conclude?
-about the object? That the garden fork which killed Wellington belongs to Mrs Shears.
-about the murderer? That the murderer must have known Mrs Shears.
10) Who arrives then? Mrs Shears
11) Why can’t Christopher stay where he is? Because she threatens to call the police.
12) His feeling(s) about the beginning of the investigation when he comes back home:

□ disappointed

( happy

□ sad

( satisfied
13) Why does he feel this way?

□ because Mrs Shears wasn’t nice to him.

( because he thinks he has discovered an interesting clue about the murder.
□ because he doesn’t want to be arrested by the police again.
CHAPTER 61 (pp 42- 44)
Read the chapter and take a few notes or follow the instructions:
1) Who does Christopher remember? Mrs Forbes
2) What did she tell him about his mother after she had passed away? That she was in heaven.
3) Did Christopher believe her? Tick the right box.

□ Yes 

( No
4) Who else did he talk to about heaven? Reverend Peters (Mrs Peters’ husband)
5) Job: He’s a vicar.
6) What does Christopher think about heaven?

( that it doesn’t exist.
□ that dead people can be sent there in a rocket.

□ that it must be outside the Universe, on the other side of a black hole.

□ that it is the place where the dead go on living by God’s side.

( that people want to be reassured by thinking they will go there when they are dead.
□ that its existence can be proven by mathematical equations.
( that people are afraid of dying and disappearing and that’s why they invented such a place.
7) What does Christopher explain about his rabbit’s death? Use your own words.

He explains very plainly that his rabbit’s body rotted inside the earth where it was buried and that its remaining bones will eventually disappear and be part of Nature again.
8) Pick out the words that Christopher uses to describe his mother’s cremation. What kinds of words are they?

Words: cremated / put in a coffin/ burnt / ground up / turned into ash and smoke
These words are… matter-of-fact / descriptive / emotionless / detached
9) What impression do these words give us about Christopher’s personality and feelings?

These words - which describe his mother’s cremation in a matter-of-fact way - give us the impression that Christopher is cold-hearted and that he doesn’t feel sadness when he thinks about his mother’s death.
10) Is this impression confirmed when you read the end of the chapter (from p43 “sometimes I look into the sky” to p44 “in snow somewhere”)? Explain.

No, this impression is not confirmed because Christopher’s vision of his mother’s molecules returning to the cycle of life is melancholy and almost poetic. The idea of her possible presence anywhere in nature probably comforts and reassures him, and shows that he doesn’t want to forget her.
CHAPTER 67 (pp 45-55)
Read the chapter and take a few notes or follow the instructions:

1) Day of the week: Saturday
2) What has Christopher decided to do?
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He has decided to go see his neighbors and ask them questions in order to investigate Wellington’s murder.
3) On the map, circle the houses of the neighbors that he meets.

4) Match the houses that he visited and the people that he met.

Mr Thompson’s brother / a black lady / Mr Wise / Mrs Alexander

N° 40 (Mr Thompson’s brother
N° 44 (a black lady
N° 43 (Mr Wise
N° 39 (Mrs Alexander
5) On the map, cross out the house that he voluntarily avoids. Why doesn’t he want to go there?

The house that should be crossed out is N° 38. Christopher doesn’t want to go there because the people who live there are weirdos and drug-users.
6) Who does he chat with and what does she suggest / offer?

He chats with Mrs Alexander and she offers to bring him a snack (biscuits and a glass of orange squash).
7) What does he do after waiting for 6 minutes? Why?

After waiting for 6 minutes, Christopher leaves because he fears Mrs Alexander might call the police.
8) Does Christopher get any clue from his neighbors about Wellington’s murder?   □ Yes 
( No
9) Fill in the blanks with the words below in the following paragraph:

upset – murder – reasoning – hated – left – sad - Mr Shears – walking back– explains – suspect – culprit – hurt – murderer

While walking back home, Christopher develops a chain of reasoning about Wellington’s murderer and he works out that the prime suspect is Mr Shears. Christopher explains that Mr Shears left his wife because he probably hated her. Logically, he must be the culprit of Wellington’s murder because he wanted to hurt Mrs Shears and to make her upset and sad.

10) Where did Mrs Shears spend a lot of time after her husband’s departure?

She spent a lot of time at Christopher’s home, and even slept there sometimes.
11) Match what Christopher liked and didn’t like when Mrs Shears was at their place:

She cooked for them.






( LIKED
(DIDN’T LIKE
She smoked cigarettes.






( LIKED
(DIDN’T LIKE
She was very tidy and put away everything correctly in its place.
( LIKED
(DIDN’T LIKE
She used familiar expressions that he didn’t understand.

( LIKED
(DIDN’T LIKE
12) Find the meaning of the following expressions in a dictionary:

I’m going to hit the hay:
( Je vais me pieuter/ pioncer
It’s brass monkeys out there:
( On se les gèle / pèle ici
Let’s rustle up some tucker:
( Préparons-nous de la bouffe/ à bouffer vite fait / rapidement
13) From what Christopher tells us on pp 54 and 55, what can we GUESS about Christopher’s father and Mrs Shears’ relationship? Is Christopher aware of this?

We can guess that Christopher’s father had an affair with Mrs Shears and that’s why she spent so much time at their house, and even stayed overnight. However, Christopher doesn’t seem to be aware of the fact that Mrs Shears was probably his father’s lover - he just thinks she was a friend.
