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THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME

“THE INVESTIGATION” – CHAPTER 59-139 (pp 38-113) - test

Answer these questions in English. Be as accurate as possible.

1. What does he learn from his visit to Mrs Shears at that point? What conclusion does he draw?

As he finds the garden fork that was used to kill Wellington in Mrs Shears’ garden shed, he understands that the fork belongs to her and that the murder must have been committed by someone close to her / who knew her.

2. When paying his neighbors a visit as part of his investigation, which house doesn’t he go to and why?

He doesn’t pay his next-door neighbors a visit because he knows that they are drug-addicts and he finds them weird, and that must frighten him.

3. Explain how black days occur, what they are and how Christopher behaves on those.

A black day is when Christopher has seen four yellow cars in a row, yellow being a color he hates. They are very bad days. On those days, Christopher is afraid something bad is going to happen so he isolates himself, doesn’t speak to anybody and doesn’t eat. He just reads about math and ignores the world around him.

4. At the grocery store, what does Christopher discover in the course of his conversation with Mrs Alexander? What does he need afterwards?

He discovers that his mother was cheating on his father with Mr Shears, Mrs Shears’ husband. This comes as quite a shock, no doubt, so after hearing this, Christopher needs to go back home where it’s safe, to feel grounded and reassured.

5. Why does Christopher like the character of Sherlock Holmes so much?

Christopher loves the character of Sherlock Holmes because he feels a connection, a bond with him. Indeed, they have many things in common: they don’t believe in the supernatural, they are rational, logical people and they both have a great capacity for observation and concentration. 

6. When talking to Siobhan about his mother’s affair, what does he explain about his “feelings”? Relate this to what he explains about how his mind works.

He has a very rational approach to his mother’s affair. As she is dead, he doesn’t see the point in worrying or feeling sad about it, because what’s done is done, basically. As it’s in the past, to him, it’s not real anymore.

7. How does the conversation between Christopher and his father about Christopher not stopping his investigation end?
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The conversation heats up quite a bit, Christopher’s father getting very angry – so angry that he grabs his son’s arm, triggering a violent reaction.  As a result, because Christopher has hit him, he hits him back. In the end, Christopher doesn’t remember how it ended, probably because he passed out or blocked it out of his memory. As for his father, he drank beer to calm his nerves. (BONUS)
8. Throughout the INVESTIGATION, what have we learnt about Christopher’s family and their dynamics? Analyze.

There are 3 people in Christopher’s family: Christopher himself, his father and his mother. The latter is dead, unfortunately, so Christopher lives just with his father. Christopher has no siblings.
Christopher has Asperger’s, so that’s quite tough on the family. It’s an incurable disorder which makes the relationship between Christopher and his family quite tense, as the slightest thing could make him react badly. In addition, he argues about everything, which must be very tiring.

As a result, we can notice in the way his parents sometimes address him, that they can on occasion lose all their patience. The father sometimes uses very abusive vocabulary.
Then there is the relationship between his parents. From what we learn about Christopher’s mother’s affair with Mr Shears and what we suspect about Christopher’s father’s affair with Mrs Shears, we can assume that his parents didn’t really love each other anymore, maybe because of the strain that Christopher’s disorder put on their relationship.
