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THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME

“THE INVESTIGATION” – CHAPTER 59-139 (pp 38-113) - test

Answer these questions in English. Be as accurate as possible.
1. At the beginning of this passage, what are Christopher’s father’s instructions about his investigation? Does Christopher understand these instructions?

His father tells / orders him to stop investigating the murder of Wellington, which Christopher understands perfectly.

2. At that point in the story, what can we guess about the relationship between Mrs Shears and Christopher’s father at the time of Christopher’s mother’s death? Why?

As Mrs Shears spent a lot of time at their house at that point, cooked for them and even spent the night sometimes, it sounds like the relationship between Christopher’s father and Mrs Shears must have been of a romantic nature.

3. Christopher’s future: what are his academic plans? Professionally, what would his dream job be? Explain why, from what you know about him.

First, he plans on taking his A-level in mathematics, then he would like to take A-levels in advanced mathematics and physics and finally, he would like to go to university. As for his dream job, that would be to become an astronaut, which makes sense as he loves science and understanding how machines work, he hates yellow which doesn’t exist in space and he loves being alone, for which space seems to be the perfect place…

4. At the grocery store, what does Christopher discover in the course of his conversation with Mrs Alexander? What does he need afterwards?

He discovers that his mother was cheating on his father with Mr Shears, Mrs Shears’ husband. This comes as quite a shock, no doubt, so after hearing this, Christopher needs to go back home where it’s safe, to feel grounded and reassured.

5. What is missing from Christopher’s book, according to Siobhan (chapter 103)? Why? What does he do to remedy that?

According to Siobhan, descriptions are missing from Christopher’s book. She thinks they would help people visualize his story and characters better. In order to work on writing descriptions, Christopher goes into the garden and observes the world around him, trying to describe what he sees, hears or smells and comparing that to other things he knows.

6. What is Christopher’s father’s reaction upon reading Christopher’s book? Why? (2 elements)

When his father discovers his book, he gets really very angry. We can assume that reliving his wife’s affair with Mr Shears is very difficult for him, which is why he hates reading about it.

In addition, he hates the fact that upon reading this, he discovers that Christopher disobeyed him and lied about it, both things he hates.

7. What does Christopher’s father do the day after their fight? Why?

The next day, once he’s cooled down, Christopher’s father must feel very guilty about striking his son and getting verbally and physically abusive. So first, he starts by tending to Christopher’s wounds, then he apologizes to him and for good measure, he takes him to the zoo instead of sending him to school.

8. Throughout the INVESTIGATION, what have we learnt about Christopher’s family and their dynamics? Analyze.

There are 3 people in Christopher’s family: Christopher himself, his father and his mother. The latter is dead, unfortunately, so Christopher lives just with his father. Christopher has no siblings.

Christopher has Asperger’s, so that’s quite tough on the family. It’s an incurable disorder which makes the relationship between Christopher and his family quite tense, as the slightest thing could make him react badly. In addition, he argues about everything, which must be very tiring.

As a result, we can notice in the way his parents sometimes address him, that they can on occasion lose all their patience. The father sometimes uses very abusive vocabulary.

Then there is the relationship between his parents. From what we learn about Christopher’s mother’s affair with Mr Shears and what we suspect about Christopher’s father’s affair with Mrs Shears, we can assume that his parents didn’t really love each other anymore, maybe because of the strain that Christopher’s disorder put on their relationship.
