THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME

THE JOURNEY – READING GUIDE 2
CHAPTER 227 (pp 221-241)
Read the chapter and answer the questions or follow the instructions:
1) What are the two things Christopher doesn’t dare to do here, because he’s too scared to?

He’s so scared he can’t open his eyes and he can’t look at his watch.
2) What does he do instead? Until when? How long has he been there?
Instead, he listens to the trains come and go until he can hear fewer people and fewer trains. Then he opens his eyes and checks his watch. He realizes he’s been there for 5 hours.
3) What makes him feel a bit better? Why?
He looks at the electronic signs that indicate when trains come and where they go, and knows there’s a computer behind those somewhere, and it means there’s organization where he thought there was chaos.

4) Relate the incident that happens then, in English or French.
Christopher realizes that Toby is no in his pocket anymore, so he looks for him and finds him on the tracks, so he gets down to grab him, but a train is to come into the station shortly. He manages to grab Toby, and his life is saved by a man who pulls a screaming Christopher off the tracks at the last minute. Then a woman with a guitar also touches him to ask whether he’s okay, and he starts screaming again.
5) What does Christopher finally do on page 226, after many trains have come and gone?
He finally gets on a train.

6) What does he do next?
He gets off at Willesden Junction like he meant to and then needs to figure out how to get to his mother’s address, so he goes into a shop and asks the shopkeeper who sells him a street map.

7) What does Christopher do on page 230?

He figures out how to use his map, then finds Willesden Junction and then, after a while, Chapter Road, which is where his mother lives. Then he mentally organizes his itinerary to get there.
8) How does Christopher get to his mother’s place? Why?

He walks because he can’t take the bus, as the machine that sells tickets is yellow.

9) What happens when he rings the bell at his mother’s place? what does Christopher do then?
Nothing happens because nobody’s home so Christopher settles down in the garden in front of the house to wait for his mother.

10) What time is it when his mother and Mr Shears finally get home? What is Christopher’s mother’s first name?
It’s half past eleven, at night. (11:32 exactly)
Christopher’s mother’s first name is Judy.
11) What mistake does his mother make and why?

She instinctively tries to hug him, because she hasn’t seen him in two years and has forgotten he can’t stand that.

12) What is Mr Shears’ assumption here?
He assumes that Ed, Christopher’s father, must be here as well.

13) What does Christopher do on page 234? And then on page 236?
He tells his mother the whole story about Wellington and his father killing the dog and how he decided to run away and how he got to London on his own.
Then he tells her why he never wrote to her and about his father saying she was dead and hiding the letters.
14) What does Christopher do first, in the apartment?
He walks around it so that he knows where things are. Indeed, when he can “draw” a map of the apartment in his head, he feels less scared, safer.
15) Who comes to the apartment after Christopher’s bath and demands to see him? What does he want?
A policeman comes to check whether Christopher is there, and asks him whether he wants to stay or go back to his father. As he wants to stay, the policeman goes away.
16) What happens at 2:31 in the morning?
Christopher is awoken by screaming. His father has come to the apartment and is arguing with Roger and Judy.
17) What does he want? How does Christopher react?
He wants to see Christopher and apologize and make up. In order to do that, he spreads his fingers out in a fan, but Christopher is holding his knife and is too scared to touch his father’s fingers.

18) What happens next? Why is it so easy for Christopher to go back to sleep?
Mr Shears has called the police, the policeman has come back and takes Ed away. As the danger has gone because Ed is gone, Christopher goes back to sleep.
19) What is Ed saying on page 240? Do you think he has a point?
Ed is explaining that writing letters after she abandoned her son is nothing compared to what he did – being there the whole time, through everything. Given that clearly everything is difficult with Christopher, we could say that Ed has a point.
