THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME

THE JOURNEY – READING GUIDE 1
CHAPTER 179 (pp 158-173)
Read the chapter and answer the questions or follow the instructions:
1) This new part of the book is referred to as “The Journey.” Explain why.
A journey is a trip, which makes sense here as Christopher has decided to run away from home.
2) Where is Christopher at the beginning of this passage? Why is he there? How long does he stay there?
He is in the garden, between the garden shed and a fence. He is there hiding from his father. He has settled there for the night and stays awake till 3:47 am, then falls asleep and wakes up at dawn. Then he waits some more – for about 3 hours.
3) What is Christopher’s main feeling towards his father at that point and what shows that?

When his father comes out to look for him, the lexical field he uses is that of fear (heart racing, “balloon” feeling inside his chest), which is why he takes out his knife.
4) After his father leaves, presumably to look for him, what does Christopher decide to do?
He decides he can’t stay in his father’s house because it’s too dangerous, and decides the best solution is to live with Mrs Shears, which is where he heads straight away. But she’s not home.
5) Give the reasons why he can’t go and stay with these other people:

Siobhan: she’s neither a friend nor a family member.
Uncle Terry: he lives far, Christopher doesn’t know how to get there, he smokes and he strokes Christopher’s hair.
Mrs Alexander: she’s neither a friend nor a family member.
6) Who is the logical choice and what is the problem with that?

His mother is the logical choice, as she is a family member, and he has her address, but he’s never travelled on his own before and he’s never been to London, so he’s scared.
7) What is the picture on page 162 about? What’s the difference with the picture on page 163?
It’s about his options. The 2nd picture is the result of his thinking about which option is the most viable.

8) Why does he think he is capable of getting to London by himself?
He feels capable of doing it because he knows about trains from a toy he used to play with.

9) What does he soon realize about this trip? What does he do then?

He realizes he’s going to need money and food. He also realizes he can’t take his rat with him. So he goes to Mrs Alexander’s and asks her whether she wouldn’t mind taking care of Toby indefinitely.
10) What does Mrs Alexander do?

( she takes Toby and wishes Christopher good luck.

( she asks him questions in order to try to understand what is happening.

( she explains to him how to get to London.

( she tries to deter him from leaving without talking to his father first.
11) What does Christopher do next? What is “3558”?
He goes back home, prepares a bag for the trip with various things in it and steals his father’s bank card, whose pin number he knows by heart, which solves his money problem. Then he puts Toby in one of his pockets.
12) Where does he go then? What happens?

He walks to school, hoping to rest there and ask Siobhan where the train station is, but his father’s van is parked in front of it so he can’t stay.

13) What is Christopher’s reaction now, whenever he thinks about his father?
He feels physically sick and in this particular instance actually throws up.

14) How does Christopher manage to get to the station? Is it easy? Why?

He asks a woman in the street and she points him in the right direction. But it isn’t easy, because it’s not a straight line, and he gets a little lost and panicked because of all the people and all the noise. So he needs to pause and think and create a map in his head in order to finally get to the station.
