THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME

THE JOURNEY – READING GUIDE 2
CHAPTER 211 (pp 205-217)
Read the chapter and answer the questions or follow the instructions:
1) Where is Christopher at the beginning of this chapter, exactly?

He is still on the train to London, on a shelf, hiding behind a big suitcase.
2) Does Christopher know where he is, between Swindon and London? Explain.

No, he doesn’t. Indeed, at first, he thinks he’s in London, but then the train starts again and stops 5 times before it finally gets to London, which is the end of the line.
3) Where is Christopher when the big suitcase is taken?

He’s finally in London.

4) Is the policeman still with him? How does he know?
He finally gets off the shelf, and the train is basically empty except for a man in uniform checking under the seats so he knows the policeman is gone.
5) What about his bag?
His bag is gone too.

6) On page 214, look at the list and figure out where Christopher is, exactly.

Christopher is at Paddington station.

7) What is his reaction when he finally gets off the train?

He feels dizzy and sick because Paddington is a very big place and that makes him really uncomfortable.
8) What is the “big red line” Christopher mentions on page 207?

That is the line he has to imagine in his head so that he can start walking without panicking. It runs parallel to the train, towards the station.
9) A man talks to Christopher at that point. What about? How does it make Christopher feel? Why?

He tells Christopher that a policeman is looking for him, which makes Christopher feel scared again, as he doesn’t want to go back home.

10) What are the 2 similar paragraphs on pages 208 and 209 and what is the difference between them?

These 2 paragraphs are 2 versions of the same thing: Christopher is looking around him to check whether he’s in London, and he reads everything he sees, but it’s too much information, and information he doesn’t understand to boot. So his brain can’t process it and after a while, he can’t even read it properly.
11) How does Christopher solve the problem? What does he find?
First, he counts to 50 to calm down, and then he makes a makeshift spyglass with his hand so that he only sees one element at a time, until he finds one that says “information.”
12) Why does the man on page 210 say “Whoa” several times in a row?

Christopher is scared and when the man starts talking to him, he gets his knife out to defend himself, which obviously scares the man.

13) From the picture on page 211, can you guess what the “lines” the woman at the information desk is talking about are? What is the word she uses to talk about it?
We can guess that the lines she’s talking about are subway lines, as “underground” means “souterrain” and is another word that can be used to describe the metro. The term the woman uses is the word Londoners mostly use: the Tube.
14) Following the woman’s indications, where does Christopher end up? What does he do there?
He ends up in the room where people buy tickets and go through the gates to go into the subway. He hides in a photobooth for a while from which he observes how people do that so that he can do the same, which he does.
15) On page 215, why does he choose “northbound”?
On the list of stations, Willesden Junction is above Paddington, so he figures that he needs to travel towards the north.

16) Where does he spend a while at the end of the chapter? Why does he stay there?

He is finally on the platform to get on the subway to go to Willesden Junction, but there are many people and he feels bad again, because of the crowd and the noise. He doesn’t seem to understand that he needs to get on the train, so he just stays on the bench, groaning and moaning to scare people off.

17) Which disease does he mention that made him feel as bad as he feels then?
The flu.

