THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME

THE JOURNEY – READING GUIDE 2
CHAPTER 227 (pp 221-241)
Read the chapter and answer the questions or follow the instructions:
1) What are the two things Christopher doesn’t dare to do here, because he’s too scared to?

He’s so scared he can’t open his eyes and he can’t look at his watch.

2) Instead, in order to reassure himself, he:
( waits for 5 hours, until he can hear fewer people and fewer trains.
( waits for 3 hours, until he can hear fewer people and fewer trains.

( waits for 5 hours, until somebody finally helps him.

( waits for 3 hours, until somebody finally helps him.

( looks at the electronic signs indicating where and when trains come and go and understands there’s an organization behind the apparent chaos.
3) Relate the incident that happens then, in English or French.

Christopher realizes that Toby is not in his pocket anymore, so he looks for him and finds him on the tracks, and he gets down to grab him, but a train is to come into the station shortly. He manages to grab Toby, and his life is saved by a man who pulls a screaming Christopher off the tracks at the last minute. Then a woman with a guitar also touches him to ask whether he’s okay, and he starts screaming again.
4) On page 226, Christopher finally gets on a train. What does he do next?

( He asks a passenger on the train to tell him where to get off.
( He follows the stops on the map and gets off at Willesden Junction.

( He gets off at the wrong station and gets on the next train.

5) At the station, Christopher:
( asks for directions to his mother’s address.
( takes a cab to his mother’s address.
( buys a map, figures out how to use it and walks.

( buys a map, figures out how to use it and takes a bus.

6) What happens when he rings the bell at his mother’s place? what does Christopher do then?

Nothing happens because nobody’s home so Christopher settles down in the garden in front of the house to wait for his mother.

7) What time is it when his mother and Mr Shears finally get home? What is Christopher’s mother’s first name? What is Mr Shears’ first name?
It’s half past eleven, at night. (11:32 exactly)
Christopher’s mother’s first name is Judy.

Mr Shears’ first name is Roger.
8) What is Mr Shears’ worried about here?

He assumes that Ed, Christopher’s father, must be here as well.

9) What does Christopher do first, in the apartment?

He walks around it so that he knows where things are. Indeed, when he can “draw” a map of the apartment in his head, he feels less scared, safer.
10) Who comes to the apartment after Christopher’s bath and demands to see him? What does he want?

A policeman comes to check whether Christopher is there, and asks him whether he wants to stay or go back to his father. As he wants to stay, the policeman goes away.
11) What happens at 2:31 in the morning?

Christopher is awoken by screaming. His father has come to the apartment and is arguing with Roger and Judy.
12) What happens then?

( Christopher keeps his knife in his hand while talking to his father.
( Christopher’s father wants to take him home immediately.

( Christopher’s father wants to apologize and make up.
( Christopher’s father spreads his fingers out in a fan.
( Mr Shears calls the police but they say they’ll come first thing in the morning.

( Mr Shears calls the police who come immediately and take Ed away.

( Christopher’s father explains to his wife that writing letters doesn’t begin to compare to being there the whole time, through everything.
