THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME

THE OPENING - READING GUIDE – CHAPTERS 11-29 (pages 7-20)

Answer the following questions briefly.

1. Who arrives at the beginning of this passage? Be specific.
Two police officers arrive: a man who asks Christopher questions and a woman who goes into the house with Mrs Shears.
2. IN FRENCH, explain the joke on page 10 and IN ENGLISH, why Christopher doesn’t get it.

Le verbe « to draw » signifie à la fois « tirer » et « dessiner » en anglais, ce sur quoi la phrase joue pour créer l’humour. En effet, « the face was drawn » peut signifier soit « il / elle avait les traits tirés », soit « le visage était dessiné ». Dans l’autre partie de la phrase, on parle de rideaux. Dans ce cas-là, « draw » signifie « tirer », mais l’humour réside dans le fait que l’on va se focaliser sur l’autre sens du verbe et préciser que les rideaux n’étaient pas dessinés mais bien réels.

Christopher is much too literal to be able to enjoy that kind of humor, as he would mostly overthink the joke instead of just smiling upon hearing it.

3. What is Christopher doing at that point?

Christopher is on the ground, his hands on his ears and his forehead touching the grass.
4. How old is Christopher, exactly?

Christopher is 15 years, 3 months and 2 days old.
5. What are Christopher’s feelings about the police? Why?

He likes the police because they are predictable, as their role is clearly defined. In addition, they have badge numbers and Christopher loves numbers.
6. List the various subjects Christopher thinks about throughout these chapters that have nothing to do with what is happening.

-humor
-the Milky Way

-prime numbers

-body language

-metaphors
7. Why does he think about those things at that time, especially the 2nd and 3rd?

It enables him to focus on things other than his situation and the dead dog, especially when he talks about science (the Milky Way) and math (prime numbers), because these are things that reassure him and calm him down.
8. Christopher’s family tree: how many people are on it?
There’s his father, as well as his uncle Terry. His mother is dead and he only has one grandmother, whose last name is Burton and who is senile.
9. Does Christopher like metaphors? Explain.
Again, Christopher is much too literal for metaphors. Because they offer several conflicting images in one expression, they make his brain ache, basically, and trying to figure them out makes him disoriented. + translate the expressions on page 19
10. What does Christopher’s name mean, originally? Does he like that?

It means “carrying Jesus” and he doesn’t like the fact that it means something other than just who HE is.

THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME

PAIR WORK – CHAPTERS 11-31 (pages 7-23)

Your task:

One student is Christopher, the other is a journalist who has heard about Christopher’s arrest and comes to interview him about it.
Write the dialogue between them, including 10 questions from the journalist about Christopher’s interaction with the police from the beginning of chapter 11 to the end of chapter 31, and Christopher’s answers, which shouldn’t be too short. You are not allowed to write YES/NO questions, only WH- questions.
PROMPT:

Journalist:
So, Christopher, tell me about what happened after the police arrived at Mrs Shears’?

Christopher:
A policeman started…

Journalist:
What did he want to know exactly?

Christopher:
He wanted to know…

Significant details that need to be mentioned:

-one policeman

-asked about his age, whether he killed the dog and why he was holding him

-the policeman asked too many questions too fast, which is not how Christopher’s brain works

-he was confused so he got back to the ground

-the policeman grabbed him so he hit him

-the policeman was really angry

-he got arrested for assault (which he found reassuring because that was by the book)
-got into the police car to be taken to the police station

(-he analyzed the smells in the car)

-at the station, they made him take off his laces and empty his pockets (list)

-they wanted to take his watch but couldn’t

-they asked him about his family and for his father’s number

-they put him in a cell which he enjoyed because of its shape

-his father got to the station, angry, at 1:12

-he was released at 1:28 and put in an interrogation room

-an inspector cleared a few things up with him and gave him a caution
-he got his belongings back

-Christopher and his dad left
