THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME

THE OPENING - READING GUIDE – CHAPTER 5 (page 4)

Answer the following questions briefly.

1. Which adjective would you pick to describe what a dog’s main quality is, according to Christopher? Tick the right box.

	( nice
	( happy
	( predictable
	( soft


2. What does Christopher do with the dead dog here?

He holds the dog in his arms for a few minutes, after removing the fork.

3. What does Mrs. Shears think when she sees that, in your opinion?

From her screaming “what […] have you done to my dog?”, we can guess she thinks Christopher may have killed her dog, as he is probably covered in blood. 
4. What does she start doing?

She starts yelling at him.
5. What is Christopher’s reaction to that and why?

Because of his disease, Christopher hates unpredictable behavior, which makes him afraid of being hit or even simply touched, so when Mrs. Shears starts shouting, he gets scared and ends up in a semi-fetal position, on the ground, covering his ears to block out the screaming.
THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME

THE OPENING - READING GUIDE – CHAPTER 7 (pages 5-6)

Answer the following questions briefly.

1. How does Christopher define the book he is writing?

He says it’s “a murder mystery novel.”
2. Can you guess why he is writing it?

As he mentions Siobhan whom we’ve established is someone who works at the school he attends, we can guess writing this is some sort of assignment, to maybe try to keep Christopher focused on something so that he doesn’t start thinking about other things that make him scared.
3. What type of book does Christopher usually prefer and why?

He usually prefers books about math and science, as these are reliable, logical, predictable subjects, which must be reassuring for him.
4. In the context of the novel, what is Christopher’s book? What is the reason for that, from what Christopher says?

As Christopher is overly rational and has trouble imagining things, it makes sense that he would want to write about something that actually happened, which makes his novel an autobiography.
5. What is Siobhan’s reaction when she understands the murder victim is a dog? What is Christopher’s comment on that?

Siobhan thinks people would find it more interesting if the victim was a human being to whom they can relate more easily. But Christopher’s personality makes it easier for him to relate to dogs, and makes him incapable of imagining things, so the murder of his neighbor’s dog seems to be a more logical choice.
