THE CURIOUS INCIDENT OF THE DOG IN THE NIGHT-TIME

“THE OPENING”
WRITING TEST CORRECTION: SIOBHAN’S NOTE TO KAREN

I’m about to leave and I know you’re going to take care of Christopher during my absence, so I’m writing this note for you to know what to expect. 

Christopher is 15 and he has Asperger’s syndrome, so it’s very difficult for him to communicate with the outside world and he has a lot of problems understanding other people. That’s why when you see him don’t be surprised, he will probably be very wary (méfiant) at the beginning. For instance, he will probably not say hello to you and ignore your questions until he has observed you for a while and feels ready to talk to you. Please don’t touch him, he hates any form of physical contact, and if you shake his hand or try to hug him he will scream or groan because he will be terrified. The best piece of advice I could give you is to be patient and gentle. 

Christopher is really interested in math and science, so if you suggest watching a video about the universe or reading a book with math problems, he will be enthusiastic and it might be a first step toward trust/ confidence. You could also offer drawing activities, he often spends time drawing what he observes around him, like cars for example. But there are cars that he really hates, I mean yellow cars. I need to explain this to you: he can’t bear the sight of brown or yellow and when he sees 4 yellow cars in a row he says it’s a black day, that is to say a very bad day, and on such days he is moody and spends hours groaning , refusing to do anything. You see he’s a weird boy, but fortunately there are also Super Good Days when he sees 5 red cars in a row! When it happens, Christopher tries to be more open and he makes a real effort to share good moments with people.

I need to tell you, Christopher has lost his mum, she’s been dead for 2 years now and he’s brought up by his father. He also has an uncle named Terry and a senile grandma who lives in a retirement home somewhere. But his father seems to be desperate at the moment because of what happened lately.

  Two days ago, Christopher made a strange discovery in his neighbor’s garden: he found the dead body of Mrs. Shears’ dog, which had been killed with a garden fork! When the police came, the police officer touched Christopher and he hit him to defend himself. As a result, he was arrested and spent a few hours at the police station. Of course, Christopher didn’t kill Wellington, he loves dogs and would never hurt one. All these events were especially difficult to live for Christopher’s father, so if you see him try to cheer him up. I suggested Christopher should write a book to relate a story, and he has chosen to write a murder story about Wellington, it would probably be beneficial if you encouraged him to go on writing! Well that’s all for now. I hope everything will be fine but don’t hesitate to call me if there’s any problem. Thanks in advance and good luck!

Yours sincerely

Siobhan
